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_Pietnam Veterans of America — 
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Corporate Sponsor - Boys & Girls Club of Rutland County 


For The Year Of 2903/04 _ 














in recognition of outstanding contributions to Dodge House residents 
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State of Bermont 
House of Representatives 


A 





Montpelier, Bermont 


Concurrent House Resolution 
H.C.R. 24 


House concurrent resolution congratulating Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter | on its 25th anniversary 


Offered by: Representatives Obuchowski of Rockingham, Bartlett of Dover, Bostic of St. Johnsbury, Clark of St. 
Johnsbury, Condon of Colchester, Helm of Castleton, Hunt of Essex, Keogh of Burlington, Krawczyk of Bennington, Larocque 
of Barnet, Metzger of Milton, Otterman of Topsham, Parent of St. Albans City, Partridge of Windham, Perry of Richford, 
Pillsbury of Brattleboro, Potter of Clarendon, Shand of Weathersfield and Winters of Williamstown 


Whereas, in the years following the Vietnam War, veterans of that conflict encountered numerous problems regarding 
education, health care, disability benefits, and readjusting to life on the home front, and 


Whereas, in the late 1970s, the national Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) was established in Washington, D.C., to 
address these issues and advocate on behalf of the nation’s Vietnam veterans, and 


Whereas, the first local VVA chapter was established in Rutland through the efforts of local individuals, including Jake 
Jacobsen who spotted a newspaper ad in search of Vietnam veterans, and 


Whereas, the ad, which was the idea of Donny Bodette, brought together two veterans with opposite political philosophies 
with Jacobsen being to the left of center and Bodette to the right, and 


Whereas, despite their political differences, the two men shared a special camaraderie based on their personal experiences 
as Vietnam Vets, and 





Whereas, a third critical organizer of Chapter 1 was Robert O. Muller, founding president, who was in favor of a national 
Washington, D.C. lobbying organization, and 


Whereas, the organizers recognized that with a force of three dozen local veterans, it was possible to establish a local VVA 
chapter and still participate in national lobbying activities, and 


Whereas, through the efforts of these Vermonters, the Vietnam Veterans of America’s first local chapter was established, 
and 


Whereas, as the original chapter, it has members from across the United States, and 


Whereas, although the chapter does not have any Canadian members, it works closely with Canadian veterans of the 
Vietnam War as demonstrated when the Moving Wall (a Vietnam Memorial replica) visited St. Albans, and 


Whereas, on April 13, 2005, VVA Chapter | will commemorate its 25th anniversary, and 
Whereas, VVA Chapter | has been of great assistance to veterans in Vermont and elsewhere, now therefore be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives: 


That the General Assembly congratulates Chapter 1 of the Vietnam Veterans of America on the occasion of its 25th 
anniversary, and be it further 


Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this resolution to the chapter’s president, Adrian 





Attested to: 

Brian E. Dubie Donald G. Milne 

President of the Senate Clerk, House of Representatives 
Date: li a 
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PRISONERS OF WAR 
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PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 









NORTHEAST POW / MIA NETWORK 
| 14C: 
South Glens Falls, NY 1280s 


Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 7 
P.O. Box 6301 
Rutland, Vermont 05702 


On May 24, 2003, th: 4aven POW/MIA Monument 
became a reality, in largo part due to your interest 


—! 


and special generosity. 


For those who have come home and those who sti!! 
wait, thank you. 





Donald C.Amorosi => 
With Joe Donaldson & Steve Eaton 


lt Sie 
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Don Amorosi, NY Chair —_—Vets Serving Vets 1-518-792-2057 _ 
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For your generous contribu.ions donated to the 





1 Annual SAL Golf Classic 2003 
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"Dave Gipson oy i 
Golf Chairman dt 
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~ Tony Morgan, Detachnient Commander 
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“The Twelve Days of Christmas” 
\ovember 2?. 1998 







J. Burke, President 
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Senate 


TRIBUTE TO 
A Veteran 


DONALD BODETTE 
’s Veteran 


Statement of Senator James M. Jeffords 


Mr. President, I rise today to pay tribute to a fallen 
hero. His name is Donald Bodette and he passed away 
last August 10th after a long battle with cancer. How- 
ever, his legacy lives on and he will be honored on June 
14th at the Dodge Development Center in Rutland. 
Don retired from the Marine Corps in 1968 and 
received a Purple Heart for wounds sustained in Viet- 
nam. For those of us who knew Don, this informatio 
was a well kept secret. He was never inclined to tell 
you about his heroics. He did tell war stories as a way 
to draw other Vietnam Veterans out of their isolation. 
Don's theory was a very simple one and us the premise 
used today to heip Vietnam Veterans worldwide — 
discussing traumatic war experiences with another 
veteran with @ similar experience ts the best way to 
An article in The Rutland Herald on Augast 12, 
1997 announced that Donny had passed away, at age 
48, at the VA hospital in Wiute River Junction. As | 
read, I was struck by some of the tales recounte 
fe ‘liow velerans. ee = ae $ re: frends, 


ea nt on engl we ik? bam 
to Tromblev. Hite dda’ Seiré sag tie ote He 


would stop and look for people, be would put agver- 
tisements in the paper to get veterans to come out, and 
once he found one or two, they would find two or three. 
He got all around oe state of Vermon: 

the course of a fledgling organization known a te 
Vietnam Veterans of Amenca (VVA). He delieved 
that the VVA should be more than an activist group, 
and Don * was so successful in ns flores 10 establist 


ai. it wn'es gdoodaiials dank Ts 

Don helped found the Veterans Assistance Offic 
(VAQ) in Rutland Sateen bi “60 its wen dl eet 
as a non-profit commun d organization t 
set icant inca 'pidaler ceca 


sull serves im that capacity today. The VAO's current 
dhrector, Clark Howland says of Bodettc, “ l owe hiss 
alot. aera nows aumber .p say it would 

mm im the thonsan of veteeans Aura whet -_? 
- doing now is jst to caary On for what Donny sgarte 
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State of Bermont 
House of Representatives 
A 





M@izutgeiier. Bermsst 
Csucurrent House &esolution 


HCR 262 

Howse concurrent sesolumee salutmg Ge Veomostess who sewed @ Oe Viemam Wz. 
honoring the memory of those who Ged @ tes confit. and dessgumtmg March 29. 204 as 
Viemam Veterans Welcome Home Day @ Vermont 

Offered by- All Meanbers of the Howse 

Offered by- All Measbers of the Sena 

Wheres. the yeoss of Ge Veecoem Woe were especoslly Giicok for ee beds Off 
toesands of Amencans sto jougtr o Ges omc at 

Wires, Ames soles were coger’ @ comes compet aoe catemely trim 
coedsoms. gad when they reuurmed home faced 2 srodiemame Tamsmore. and 


Wherezs. accondimg > the Natoma! Aschewes, S830) Ameerican montry personne! servimg 2 
Viemmam Ged of we peesomed dead os 2 cose of comet Gieess. or ober woer-reistcd 
circumstances, and 

Whereas. the same Natomal Acchewes Gate compeliatem mediate that of the 7236 Vermonters 
who served m Vietmmam. 138 pemsibed of we peosumed w hese Ged wieke seve. ad 

Whereas. mt 1s especuaily mmpertant > sememiber those American subtrs persomme!. both from 
Vermont and across the Used Susnss. wine muadic Ge wit secre wheo called © serve ther 
nation in the Viemam War. and 


Whereas. March 29. 2014 aumks Ge Sis gooecesery of Ge Gey Ge te lest American 
combat troops were withdérzen Som Vietuem and ss 2 Stig occas & pay ribute to all of the 
Vermonters who served m he Viesuam War. now Gheveiore be 

Resolved by the Senger amd House of Regresemeerves: 

That the Gemeral Assembly salutes Gee Vermnonnerss who served m@ Ge Vietmam Wz. honors 
the memory of those who Ged m@ Gs confit, aod Gesaptess Marc ©. sO 14 2s Viemam 
Veterams Welcome Home Dey m Vermont, and be « forthe 

Resolved That the Secoctary of State be Greceed w send 2 copy of thes resolution to John 
Mimer of the Vermont Gowermor’s Veterans Advisory Council 


an athe 
Shupbessh Jr. 





